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Janis Avotins

In Your Space

Tuesday, June 5, 2018, 6-8 pm
Budapest Art Factory

Budapest Art Factory (BAF) is pleased to welcome you to the solo presentation of
Latvian artist Janis Avotins — In Your Space. Avotins created a new body of work
during his Budapest residency which he introduces to the Hungarian public on June
5, Tuesday, 6-8 pm.

Janis Avotins, -, 2018, oil on canvas 72x92cm




The paintings of Janis Avotins (b. 1981) are sourced from private and public photographs of
the 20th century of Latvian cultural era. The artist redefines these images by poetics found in
the whole tradition of painting. The works are reminiscent of a broader trend in Eastern
European painting, dealing with the collective memory of the Soviet rule.

Janis Avotins describes his examination of historical images as follows:

'In my cultural location, where | grew up and where my imagination and intellect were
formed, there was no 'art'. All so-called art was more or less the decorative addition to the
ideology of communism. Art that was meant as art was never strong enough to me to be
influential to my imagination. Much more stronger influence | got from the mass-media
images, the characters, the banalities that were never meant to be poetic but 'informative'.
However, it was not disgust in my childhood, it was just there. | do look at these images in a
naive mode. | see the power of these images, the other possible potential of them. Most of
these images were printed and the print quality itself used to be mostly bad and thus poetic,
unclear and somehow mythological for an innocent mind.'

Avotins was the recipient of the Prix Jean-Frangois Prat in 2016. His work is featured in
private and public collections around the world including Rubell Family Collection; Cranford
Collection; Hort Family Collection; Frangois Pinault Collection; Fondazione Sandretto Re
Rebaudengo and The Federal Republic of Germany Contemporary Art Collection. Janis
Avotins is represented by IBID Gallery, Los Angeles, Vera Munro Gallery, Hamburg and
Galerie Rudiger Schoettle, Munich.

Janis Avotins is nominated to represent Latvia at the 58th Venice Biennale in 2019. He lives
and works in Riga.
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